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How Pets Custody Works In a Florida

Divorce: Understanding Custody and
Visitation

Written by Akilah A. Harris, Esq. | akilah@akilahharrispllc.com

In a divorce or separation, determining the custody and visitation
arrangements for both children and pets can be a complex and
emotional process. While children are typically given special
consideration in custody decisions, pets are legally treated as property
in the state of Florida. This means that the court will view pets as
assets subject to equitable distribution, rather than as family members.
However, there are still important factors to consider when it comes to

deciding the fate of your beloved pets in a divorce.
The Legal Status Of Pets In Florida

Traditionally, pets have been considered personal property in the eyes
of the law. This means that, like any other asset, pets are subject to
division during the equitable distribution process in a divorce. Florida’'s
divorce laws do not provide for custody or visitation rights specifically
for pets, unlike the guidelines that exist for children. Instead, the court
focuses on determining ownership of the pet based on factors such as
who primarily cared for the pet, who provided for its needs, and the

financial and physical ability of each spouse to care for the pet going
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Our heartfelt thank you to everyone who attended this year's KidSide
Judicial Reception! Your presence made the event truly special, and
your support means the world to us. Together, we're making a
difference in the lives of children and families in need. Let's continue to

work together towards a brighter future for all.

Photos Here

Parent Testimonial

The testimonial below is from an anonymous parent who received

therapy sessions paid for by KidSide:

| had the pleasure of once again being able to receive
individual therapy thanks to funding by KidSide. I'm

pleased to share a testimonial about my journey.

| was originally seeing a previous therapist that | felt was

not giving me the same attention. | made the decision to
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return to where | was getting the therapy that | expected to

receive.

| was able to express my comfort and trust in the process
with my new therapist. The time spent allowed me to get
the tools so that | can reach my goals in my sessions.

| encourage anyone looking for therapy services to take the
leap and find someone who can help you in gaining the

path to a fulfilled life and self-empowerment.

Thank you to KidSide for your assistance!

Services Funded: January 2024

KidSide's Impact

164

SESSIONS
CONDUCTED

46

CO-PARENTING AND
EXTENDED CO-PARENTING
COUNSELING SESSIONS

84

INDIVIDUAL THERAPY
SESSIONS

34

OTHER SESSIONS

Last month, KidSide proudly funded a variety of services, providing
crucial support to children and families in need. With your generous
contributions and unwavering support, we're making a real difference

in our community. Thank you for helping us continue to change lives

for the better!

Congrats to KidSide Diamond Partner

A huge congratulations to KidSide Diamond Partner, Philip J.

Shechter, on being inducted into the Court Care Hall of Fame!

Your dedication to excellence and unwavering commitment to
supporting families in need through your outstanding contributions are
truly inspiring. We applaud your remarkable achievement and the
positive impact you continue to make in our community. Here's to

many more successes ahead!

AAML Photos

What an incredible experience reconnecting with our KidSide partners,
board members, and friends at the recent AAML Certification Review
Course in Orlando! It was inspiring to see everyone come together,
sharing insights and knowledge to further our mission of supporting
children and families in need. Here's to the power of collaboration and

the impact we can create together!

Welcoming Our New Partners
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We want to welcome the newest KidSide Silver Partner Cristobal D.

Padron & Associates, P.A. to the KidSide family. We are also excited

to welcome, Kaufman Rossin, Koltun Lazar Laleh, and Stacey B.

Jones, PhD., as the newest KidSide Bronze Partner.

Your commitment to KidSide will help provide many needed services
to families in-need in South Florida.
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We also want to recognize several renewing as a KidSide partners.
Gold Partner

Soberlink

Reyes Miller

Silver Partners

Smith, Stohlman, James & Gardere, CPAs and Advisors

Bronze Partners

Kaplan Loebl - Attorneys at Law
Foster Morales PLLC
Francisco J. Vargas, P.A.

Moms Moving_on with Michelle Dempsey Multack

Thank you for choosing to support KidSide.

Are you an individual who wants to be a KidSide partner? We have the
opportunity for you!

Become A Partner
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Make a difference in your community today. Join KidSide as a

partner and get recognized in the KidSide newsletter and on
social media, plus other fantastic benefits.

Thank you to all of our existing partners for their continued
support of KidSide.
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